The Writing Machine Part 5
Your Turn 5: Paragraph functions

Task 1: Paragraph functions

Paste a paragraph from one of your own essays below and identify the function being performed by each sentence. Are you able to assign a function to each sentence?(Use the insert comment feature.)  If not, why? Can you rewrite the paragraph so that the functions are clear?

Task 2: Propositional development

Look at the following sentences. Each contains a single idea or proposition.

· Television is a medium of communication. 

· Radio is a medium of communication. 

· Video is a medium of communication. 

· Books are media of communication. 

· Magazines are media of communication. 

· Communication takes place between people. 

· People often use media to communicate. 

This information can be packaged into a single sentence by using grammatical resources of various kinds. For example:

Sentence 1: "Communication between people often takes place through media such as television, radio, video, books, and magazines." 

Sentence 2: "Media such as television, radio, video, books, and magazines can be used for communication between people." 

The choice of whether to use Sentence 1 or Sentence 2, above, for beginning a paragraph about interpersonal communication, will be determined by whether we want to focus of the paragraph to be media or communication between people. (Remember the discussion on topicalisation in the Part 4
?)

Using the Sentence 1 as the topic sentence in a paragraph, produce a coherent paragraph incorporating the following information (you can rearrange the order in which the information is presented): 

· There is a form of communication called mass-mediated communication. 

· Mass-mediated communication differs from interpersonal communication. 

· Interpersonal communication typically involves face-to-face interactions between participants. 

· Participants in an interaction affect, and are affected by each other. 

· Mass-mediated communication may affect people from different cultures. 

· For example, some people from Russia might have learned about the United States from broadcasts. 

· These broadcasts are on television and radio. 

· These people will have a set of expectation. 

· These people will have certain knowledge about the United States. 

· Other people in Russia might have listened to the Voice of America. 

· The Voice of America is a U.S. sponsored radio station in Europe. 

· These people might have a different set of expectations from other Russians. 

· These people might have different knowledge from other Russians. 

Task: Compare your text with the original
, below. Make a note of similarities and differences. Can you explain the differences? Do different ways of combining information lead to differences of meaning?
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